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Pursuant to section 551.127, Texas Government Code, one or more council member or graduate
student may attend this meeting remotely using videoconferencing technology.

REMOTE OPTION: https://unt.zoom.us/j/89753256297

A.

B.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of a Regular Session of the Graduate Student Council Senate

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME TO NEW SENATORS

1. Harum Ahmed, College of Science, Physic Department
2. Sam Rahimzadehholagh, College of Merchandising, Hospitality and Tourism

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted in one motion.
Should the Parliamentarian, a Senator, or the GSC President desire discussion of any item, that item will be
removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1. Approve the minutes of the October 9, 2023, Senate meeting.

BUSINESS AGENDA

Discuss and act on proposed changes to the GSC Constitution and By-laws.

Discuss the new pay scale for T/A, T/F, and Graduate Assistants.

Discuss health insurance subsidies for graduate students.

Discuss the upcoming 2024-2025 GSC Executive election schedule and discussions concerning the new method
of Senator selection by the individual Colleges.

Discuss the Spring 2024 events the GSC is planning to sponsor or be involved in. It is difficult for the

Organization to be involved in these events without Senate help, so please be ready to step up and help.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

The purpose of this section is to allow each Standing Committee chair or respective VP to provide general updates and/or comments to
fellow Council Members, the public, and/or staff on any issues or future events.

SENATE COMMENTS & FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

The purpose of this section is to allow each Senator, the GSC President and the GSC Parliamentarian the opportunity to provide general
updates and/or comments to GSC Senate Members, the public, and/or staff on any issues or future events. In accordance with the Texas
Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, any GSC Senator, Director, or Executive Council Member may direct
that an item be added as a business item to any future agenda.



G. EXECUTIVE SESSION**

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION, IF NECESSARY, ON EXECUTIVE
SESSION ITEMS

I. ADJOURN

**The Graduate Student Council Senate reserves the right to recess into closed session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss
any of the matters posted on this agenda, as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Section 551.071,
"Consultation with Attorney" for the purpose of receiving legal advice.

Posted on this 9th day of November 2023, on the Graduate Student Council website.

L sl 9«9@4&%
Lowell John&n

Parliamentarian
2023/2024 Graduate Student Council
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Graduate Student Council
Meeting minutes
Senate meeting
October 9, 2023
UNT Union, Senate Chambers, Room 332

Attendance: (Non-Voting) GSC President Sri Lakshmi Thanuja Beeram, GSC Vice President of
Administration Vikas Burgupally, GSC Vice President of Programming Dasari Naren Surya Tanju,
GSC Parliamentarian Lowell Johnson, Director of Legislative Affairs Vesta Stacy, and Director of
External and Internal Relations Ryan Duncan

(Voting) Sen. Sravan Kumar Reddy, Sen. Saipriya Muvvala, Sen. Sai Kumar Akkena, Sen. Sravya
Uppala, Sen. Aero Olubusola, and Sen. Celeste Ortega-Rodriguez

Consent agenda: Approved by general consent of the body.
Business items Item Discussion and Action taken:

Item #1, Consider and Act on proposed changes to the GSC Constitution: Motion read into the
record.

Discussion concerning the apportionment of GSC Senators by Senator Olubsola.
Discussion concerning the replacement of Senators by Senator Ortega-Rodriguez.

Hearing no further discussion, motion for approval made by Senator Ortega-Rodriguez,
Seconded by Senator Sravan Kumar Reddy Duvvuru. Motion passed unanimously.

Item #2, Consider and act on proposed changes to the GSC By-Laws: Motion read into the
record.

No discussion concerning the changes being made to the GSC By-Laws.

Motion to approve the By-Laws changes made by Senator Olubsola, seconded by Senator
Ortega-Rodriguez. Motion passed unanimously.

Item #3: Welcome remarks made to the GSC Senate by the GSC President and the GSC Vice
President of Programming. No action taken.

Item #4: Senate discussions and direction to the GSC Parliamentarian concerning the number of
readily available lactation rooms on the UNT Denton campus. Presentation made by Senator
Ortega-Rodriguez. Referred to Parliamentarian for possible legislative action.



Item #5: Senate discussions and direction to the GSC Parliamentarian concerning the number of
readily available gender-neutral restroom facilities on the UNT Denton campus. Presentation
made by Senator Ortega-Rodriguez. Referred to Parliamentarian for possible legislative action.

Item #6: Senate discussions and direction to the GSC Parliamentarian concerning the current
pay rate for graduate assistants on the UNT Denton campus. Presentation made by Senator
Ortega-Rodriguez. The item was tabled by Senator Olubsola, time certain, to the December 11,
2023, Senate meeting.

Item #7: Withdrawn by Senator Ortega-Rodriguez.

No further business.

Meeting Adjourned October 9,2023, at 6:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

L swel (Jofinasn

Lowell Johnson, Parliamentarian
October 9, 2023
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Memo for discussion

February 6, 2024

GSC Executive Committee

RE: Suggested amendments to the GSC Constitution
And GSC By-Laws

Most esteemed GSC Executive Committee members, Directors, and the GSC Senate,

Both the GSC Constitution and By-Laws regarding the order of succession of the GSC Executive
Committee currently allow for only the Vice President of Administration and Finance to succeed
the GSC President, should the president no longer be fit or eligible to serve in the role as
president. | propose the following changes to each document extending and adding the
responsibility of succession to the Vice President of Programming and the Vice President of
Communications, should the need ever arise. The addition will be made in each document, as
required by the Constitution and By-Laws. Each suggested change consists of the addition of
new language in red.

GSC Constitution:
Article XI—Duties & Responsibilities of GSC Executives, Directors &
Senators

Current Constitution:

Section 1—Executive Committee Positions and Duties

3. Vice President, Programming and Outreach
a. Coordinates professional development and social activities.
b. Coordinates programming partnerships with other University
entities
c. Manages and identifies new community outreach and service
opportunities for GSC constituents.



d. Reports directly to GSC President

4. Vice President, Communications and Marketing
a. Is responsible for all GSC print, electronic communications, and
website.
b. Is responsible for marketing GSC initiatives to relevant target
audiences.
c. Reports directly to GSC President

Adding the following and correcting the numbering:

Article XI—Duties & Responsibilities of GSC Executives, Directors &
Senators

Section 1—Executive Committee Positions and Duties

3. Vice President, Programming and Outreach

a. Assumes the duties of the president, when necessary.

b. Coordinates professional development and social activities.

c. Coordinates programming partnerships with other University entities.

d. Manages and identifies new community outreach and service opportunities for
GSC members.

e. Reports directly to GSC President

4. Vice President, Communications and Marketing
a. Assumes the duties of the president, when necessary.
b. Is responsible for all GSC print, electronic communications, and website.
c. Is responsible for marketing GSC initiatives to relevant target audiences.
d. Reports directly to GSC President



GSC By-Laws:

Current By-Laws:

Article lll. Duties & Responsibilities of GSC Leadership

Section 1: Executive Committee

C. Vice President, Programming and Outreach
a. Coordinates professional development and social activities.
b. Coordinates programming partnerships with other University entities
c. Manages and identifies new community outreach and service
opportunities for GSC constituents.
d. Reports directly to GSC President

D. Vice President, Communications and Marketing
e. lIsresponsible for all GSC print, electronic communications, and website.
f. Is responsible for marketing GSC initiatives to relevant target audiences.
g. Reports directly to GSC President

Adding the following and correcting the numbering:

Article lll. Duties & Responsibilities of GSC Leadership

Section 1: Executive Committee

C. Vice President, Programming and Outreach

Assumes the duties of president, when necessary.
Coordinates professional development and social activities.
Coordinates programming partnerships with other University entities.

aooo

GSC constituents.
e. Reports directly to GSC President.

D. Vice President, Communications and Marketing

Assumes the duties of president, when necessary

Is responsible for all GSC print, electronic communications, and website.
Is responsible for marketing GSC initiatives to relevant target audiences.
Reports directly to GSC President

aooo

Manages and identifies new community outreach and service opportunities for



The order of Succession would be the listing order of the Vice Presidents as currently reflected
in the Constitution and the By-Laws.

Best Regards,

Lowell Johnson, MPA

GSC Parliamentarian

Teaching Fellow

PhD Candidate

Department of Public Administration
College of Health and Public Service
University of North Texas
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2024/2025 GSC Elections

Something about the importance of being earnest. (pun intended)

Election Dates
Something about campaigning.

Sunday, March 9: Application Deadline — campaign poster and statement due (if your application
is accepted, modifications are allowed)
Thursday, March 14: Cleared for candidacy
o Assigned to TGS
Thursday, March 14: Election Code Acknowledgement Due
o Assigned to
Monday, March 18 through Tuesday, March 26: Campaign Week— publish statements and poster
o Assigned to
March 25 by 8:00 am: Final edits to Town Hall campaign poster and campaign statements due
o Assigned to
Tuesday, March 26: Town Hall
o Assigned to
Wednesday, March 27 through Saturday, March 30: Voting Open (Possible run-off dates April 24 -
27)
Tuesday, April 2 or April 30: Announcement depends on all candidates winning Simple Majority
o Assigned to
Thursday, June 1: First Official Day of Office

Election Emails
Something about sending emails.

Emails to Students:

e Monday, February 5 — Election Announcement via Bulkmail
o Assigned to Vesta

e  Wednesday, February 7 — Election Announcement to GSC Members via Orgsync
o Assigned to Thanuja

e Monday, February 12 — Election Announcement via TGS Newsletter
o Assigned to Torie

Emails to Faculty/Staff:

e Monday, February 5 — Election Announcement to Faculty Senate
o Assigned to

e Wednesday, February 7 — Election Announcement to Graduate Advisors
o Assigned to

e Monday, February 12 — Election Announcement via Deans and Chairs
o Assigned to



Emails to Candidates:
e Monday, March 10 — Election code “meeting” form must be acknowledged
e Thursday, March 14 — cleared for candidacy
e Friday, March 22 — Reminder to send campaign poster.
o “Invitation” to Town Hall

Election Tabling Events
Join GSC for SWAG and learn about upcoming elections.

Table Dates:
e January 29 — Campus Resource Fair
e March 4 — Union Fest

Print Material:
o Pop-up signage —Join GSC
o Image -
e Pop-up signage — Elections

o Image -
e laminated QR Codes
o Image -
Giveaway:
e ID Holder
e Keychain

e \Webcam Cover

Social Media Posts: #GSCElections

To generate interest, the GSC will post on social media.

Welcome Back
@ Welcome back, #UNTGraduateStudents! & Let's embrace the opportunities for growth,
collaboration, and innovation that lie ahead. The #UNTGSC is here to support your journey. 3%
Engage, excel, and elevate your academic experience with us. Together, we will make this
semester extraordinary! #UNTTGS #GMG #GSCElections

e Publish — Monday, January 16

e |mage-—

Event Fund

TBD — campus resource fair
e  Publish — Monday, January 22
e |Image—



Join GSC
Spring has sprung, and the #UNTGSC is ready to act! Join us for the General Assembly on
[31]February 12 in the Union Senate Chambers (room 332) to learn more about our upcoming
elections. #HUNTGS #GMG #GSCElections

e Publish — Monday, February 5

e Image -

Committees
Did you know that the #UNTGSC serves on the UNT Transportation Advisory Committee 'L'?J‘, the
Union Board of Directors @, and the Student Service Fee Committee .? Get involved and
make a difference! Help us elect the new executive team. 3% Join GSC to learn more. #UNTGS
#GMG #GSCElections

e  Publish — Monday, February 12

e |mage-—

Call to Action

TBD — Visit the website to learn more about elections
e Publish — Monday, February 19
e |mage-—

Call to Action

TBD — Application Deadline upcoming
e Publish — Monday, February 26
e Image-—

Call to Action
TBD — Learn more about the VPAF by watching him in action at the General Assembly meeting
on March 11 at 5:30 pm.

e  Publish — Monday, March 4

e Image -

Call to Action

TBD — Campaign begins
e  Publish — Monday, March 11
e Image -

Call to Action

TBD — Town Hall
e  Publish — Monday, March 18
e |mage—

Call to Action

TBD — Voting opens
e Publish — Monday, March 25
e |mage—



Committee:
e (Cassandra Aaron, Election Commissioner
e Thanuja Beeram, GSC President
e Lowell Johnson, Parliamentarian
e \esta Stacy, Dir Legislative Affairs
e Sravan Duvvuru, Senator
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